) Recently, my editor has been 

! taking me out to really tasty 
eateries more and more often. | 
ate fugu (blowfish) for the first 
time in my life, and I've gotta 
tell you, it's real yummy, every- 
body! Next time, | want to spin 
my plate of fugu on top of my 
chopsticks before | eat it! 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2002 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, vi became the most eh ninja manga in Japan. 
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SAKURA サク フラ 


Smart and studious, Sakura 
is the brightest of Naruto's 
classmates, but she's 
constantly distracted by her 
crush on Sasuke. Her goal: 
to win Sasuke's heart! 


NARUTO ナル ト 


When Naruto was born, a 
destructive fox spirit was 
imprisoned inside his body. 
Spurned by the older 
villagers, he's grown into an 
attention-seeking trouble- 
maker. His goal: to become 
the village's next Hokage. 


SASUKE サス ケ 


The top student in 
Naruto's class, Sasuke 
comes from the presti- 
gious Uchiha clan. His 
goal: to get revenge on a 
mysterious person who 
wronged him in the past. 


Ebisu エビ ス Hayate ハヤ テ Baki バキ 


Once tutor to Konohamaru A jönin from Konohagakure Jónin leader of Gaara, Kankuro 
(the Honorable Grandson of and proctor of the third stage and Temari — the trio of ninja 
the Hokage), Ebisu has now of the Chúnin Exam. from Sunagakure (The Village 


been assigned to train Naruto Hidden in Sand). 


for the final phase of the 
Chünin Exam. 


Kabuto カブ ト 


Kakashi カカ シ 


Although he doesn't have an This nefarious master of disguise A spy for Orochimaru's village 
especially warm personality, placed a mysterious curse-mark of Otogakure (The Village 

Kakashi is protective of his on Sasuke and hopes to mold Hidden in the Sound), Kabuto 
students. Sasuke into his successor. has been living a double life in 


Konohagakure since childhood. 


THE STORY SO FAR... 


Twelve years ago, a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit attacked the ninja village of Konohagakure. The 
Hokage, or village champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul into the body of a baby boy. Now 
that boy, Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up to become a ninja-in-training, learning the art of ninjutsu with 
his teammates Sakura and Sasuke. 


Nine candidates — including Naruto and Sasuke — have made it past the preliminary rounds of 
the third Chúnin Exam, and they begin a month-long period of preparation for the finals. 
Meanwhile, Orochimaru orders Kabuto to kidnap Sasuke...but Kakashi catches Kabuto in the 
act. Although Sasuke is safe, Kabuto escapes 一 but not before his true identity is revealed. Now 
training with elite tutor Ebisu, Naruto practices a water-walking exercise at the local hot spring. 
But when a peeping tom and a giant toad knock out his instructor, what's Naruto to do?! 
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I'M GOING TO DO А MANGA REJECT 


KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S SE OR шада us 
MANGA REJECT SPECIAL THE TITLE OF THE REJECTED 
NO. 4! MANGA PANEL TO THE LEFT IS "MAGIC 


MUSHROOM," AND IT'S А FANTASY- 
ADVENTURE MANGA SET IN A MAGICAL 
WORLD (IN OTHER WORDS, IT'S AN 
OTAKU MANGA). I NAMED IT AFTER A 
BAND THAT A FRIEND OF MINE USED 
TO BE A MEMBER OF. THE PLOT 
-REVOLVES AROUND A DELINQUENT 
“BOY WHO ATTENDS A MAGIC SCHOOL 
FIN THIS MAGICAL WORLD. THE BOY 

g HAPPENS UPON A FORBIDDEN TOME 
= WHICH 15 SEALED A DARK 


¡WIZARD WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY 

YN WREAKED GREAT EVIL. THE BOY 

GETS INTO ALL SORTS OF TROUBLE, 
АМО ALONG THE WAY НЕ LEARNS TONS 
OF LESSONS AND BECOMES MORE 
MATURE... BUT THE IDEA FLOPPED 

ГЭ BRILLIANTLY. IN GENERAL, MANGA LIKE 
KE THIS, WHICH CONTAIN CONCEPTS SUCH 


qj UNIVERSES THAT REQUIRE A LOT 
| f&\LOF EXPLANATION FOR READERS, ТАКЕ 
T ШЫР AN INCREDIBLE NUMBER OF PAGES 
¿BECAUSE OF ALL THE EXPOSITION. 
450 I KNEW IT WASN'T IDEAL FOR A ONE- 
VOLUME MANGA, BUT | STILL TRIED TO 
РЫ SQUEEZE THE INTRODUCTION TO THE 
(ВМА! CHARACTER, HIS ABILITIES, AND 
ነ! HIS UNIVERSE ALL INTO THE INITIAL 
If HOOK.” | ALSO COMBINED THE 
ЕТ) SECOND HALF'S THEME AND PLOT 
V INTRODUCTIONS AS WELL TO MINIMIZE 
КМ THE PAGE COUNT, BUT IT SEEMS THAT 
| К SUCH MANGA JUST DON'T FARE VERY 
хов WELL... NEWCOMERS WHO DRAW THIS 
E NSORT OF MANGA APPARENTLY NEED 
ТО BE EXCEPTIONALLY TALENTED IN 
| ORDER ТО PULL IT OFF SUCCESSFULLY. 
“I ACTUALLY PERSISTED FOR QUITE A 
ES WHILE, REVISING AND RESUBMITTING 
IT NUMEROUS TIMES DESPITE 
= CONTINUOUS REJECTION FROM МУ 
"EDITOR. BUT THEN ONE DAY HE SAID, 
"THIS WORLD ALREADY HAS BASTARD 
AND BERSERK, YOU KNOW?!" "OH, ALL 
RIGHT! I GIVE UP!" | THOUGHT TO 
MYSELF, AND PROMPTLY STOPPED 
WORKING ON IT. 


HOWEVER, WELL, I STILL RATHER LIKED THE IDEA OF THIS "MAGIC MUSHROOM,” 
SO | ENTERTAINED THE THOUGHT OF DRAWING IT AGAIN SOME DAY, PERHAPS 
AFTER NARUTO ENDS, SO | WAS ORIGINALLY NOT PLANNING TO SUBMIT 

IT TO THE MANGA REJECT SPECIAL. BUT THEN WHY DID I BRING IT UP NOW, 
FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE VOLUME 4? BECAUSE | RECENTLY BECAME 
ACQUAINTED WITH THE NOVEL HARRY POTTER, AND SEEING HOW SIMILAR 

THE PREMISE AND STORY WERE TO IT, l'M LOATH TO BE CALLED А COPYCAT. SO | 
LOST INTEREST IN DRAWING IT, AND DECIDED TO SHOWCASE IT HERE. 
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GRANTED 
THE 
TITLE OF 


THOSE 
WHO 
ARE 

PRECIOUS 

TOUS? 


THE PEOPLE 
wHO OCCUPY 
A SPECIAL PLACE 
IN YOUR HEARTS... 
WHOM YOU 
TRUST... 
AND LOVE. 


— - 


IS THERE 
ANYONE 
LIKE THAT 
IN YOUR 
LIFE? 


FORGET TO 
PROTECT 
THOSE 

WHO ARE 
PRECIOUS 
TO You! 


„NO 
MATTER 
WHAT 
PATH YOU 


FOR ME, 
IT WOULD 
PROBABLY 
BE MY 
FRIENDS! 


Y...YEAH... 
MY DAD AND 
MOM. AND... 

I HATE HIM 
JUST A LITTLE 

BIT, BUT... 

MY BIG 
BROTHER 
TOO. 


«IK 
s< 


AND EVERY 
SINGLE ONE 
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ØRE 
( 


«С 


Ai» | YOUR TRAINING 


ENDS TODAY. 
IF YOU VALUE 
YOUR LIFE, 
YOU'VE GOT TO 
FIGURE THINGS 


LL FIND 
¿OUT SHORTLY 


WHETHER 
THE POWER 


š 


THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI 
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART I4 


ONCE I STARTED MY LAST YEAR OF JUNIOR HIGH, I HAD TO CONCENTRATE 
ON STUDYING FOR MY HIGH SCHOOL ENTRANCE EXAMS RATHER THAN 
DRAWING MANGA. THIS WAS BECAUSE, EVEN THOUGH I WAS VERY STUPID, I 
DECIDED TO APPLY TO A SCHOOL FOR HIGHLY MOTIVATED COLLEGE- 
BOUND STUDENTS. I THOUGHT I HAD STUDIED PRETTY HARD, BUT... I WAS 
NAIVE! I FAILED THE ENTRANCE EXAM IN SPECTACULAR FASHION. | FELT 
TOTALLY DEFLATED. | HAD APPLIED TO A DIFFERENT HIGH SCHOOL AS A 
“SAFETY” AND THEY ACCEPTED ME, SO | ENDED UP GOING THERE INSTEAD. 
BUT BY THAT POINT I PRETTY MUCH STOPPED STUDYING COMPLETELY 
BECAUSE | HAD DECIDED, “МЕ ФОТ TO START MAKING MY MOVE IF VM GOING 
TO BECOME A MANGA ARTIST!" | KNEW ABOUT A BUNCH OF GUYS WHO HAD 
WON SHONEN JUMP'S HOP STEP AWARD IN THEIR LATE TEENS, AND | HAD 
HEARD RUMORS THAT PLENTY OF SHOJO MANGA ARTISTS PUBLISHED 
THEIR FIRST COMICS BY THE TIME THEY ENTERED HIGH SCHOOL, SO | WAS 
SWEATING. IN MY FIRST YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL, | BOUGHT A SET OF MANGA 
DRAWING TOOLS, BUT EVERY TIME I TRIED TO DRAW A "NAME" FOR A STORY 
(A KIND OF SIMPLE ROUGH DRAFT OF PLOTLINES AND CHARACTERS), | JUST 
COULDN'T DO IT. ГО JUST SIT THERE THINKING FOR FIVE HOURS (OR MORE!) 
AND STILL BE UNABLE TO COME UP WITH A SINGLE PAGE... | FROZE UP AS IF 
I'D SUDDENLY BEEN TURNED TO STONE. UNLIKE MY RANDOM DOODLING 
DAYS OF YORE, | NOW HAD TO COME UP WITH 3! PAGES TO MEET THE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD, AND THAT PROSPECT WAS JUST TOO 
DAUNTING. | COULDN'T EVEN PINPOINT WHAT | WAS LACKING, BUT I WAS 
CONTINUALLY DEPRESSED AND CONVINCED THAT I'D NEVER BECOME A 
MANGA ARTIST BECAUSE | COULDN'T THINK OF ANYTHING TO DRAW. THAT'S 
WHEN | HAD A STARTLING REALIZATION. "IM IN BIG TROUBLE! А MANGA 
ARTIST NEEDS MORE THAN JUST DRAWING ABILITY... HE'S GOT TO BE ABLE 
TO COME UP WITH STORIES, TOO! | SHOULD HAVE FAID MORE ATTENTION 

IN LITERATURE CLASS. DARN IT!” NOW, WHEN I LOOK BACK, I WONDER WHY 
ON EARTH IT TOOK ME 50 LONG TO REALIZE THAT! BUT AT THE TIME, I 
HONESTLY BELIEVED THAT AS LONG AS I COULD DRAW, | COULD BECOME 

A MANGA ARTIST. AS | SAID, | REALLY WAS THOROUGHLY STUPID, 
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THIS TIME, Z кіт в USELESS. 


መ THE WALLS 
OF THIS 


HAVE BEEN 
POLISHED 
SMOOTH 


„COULD WE NOT 


DISPATCH TROOPS 
TO THE BORDER አለምን 
WITH THE LAND 4 
OF FIRE* UNDER SINCE 
THE GUISE OF THERE 
DRILLS? ゴ ARE JUST 
FOUR OF US, 
INCLUDING 


ANY TROOP 
MOVEMENT, 
OUR 
INTENTIONS 
WILL BE 
TRANSPARENT 
TO THEM. 


VILLAGE OF KONOHAGAKURE IS LOCATED. 


Еда 


LC 
с Уж DN 
=> Y 


Fr 
e 


EXPECTED, 


081271. p 
Ж! я 

21 3% ዘብ : BEING 

57 gt : И - | ALLOWED INTO 
1 #50 | CA 
x f g $ | | / SEVERELY 
š Ж б š ки RESTRICTED. 
1 ና MA 


THAT IS 
PRECISELY 
WHY WE 
SENT GAARA 
AND THE 


KENK 


AS LORD 
KAZEKAGE ЕЕ) 
WILLS IT. N 


WE SAND 
1 SHALL 
d. 7 JOIN WITH 
RANKED 
MISSION... 
REMEMBER 
THAT. | | THIS WILL 
Y PROBABLY 
END IN WAR 
AGAINST 
KONOHA, 


| AWAR? 
„АМО NOW ) WHY? 
WE'RE sr { WHY NOW?! 
BREAKING / У, 
IT. 


WE'VE SPENT 
SO MANY SO MUCH 
WILL DIE TIME AND 
AGAIN... SACRIFICED SO 
MUCH TO ARRIVE 
AT THIS TREATY 
OF ALLIANCE... 


THE 
TREATY OF 
ALLIANCE 
ITSELF 15 ል 
THREAT TO 
OUR VERY 
EXISTENCE. 


TO FORCE 
MILITARY 
CUTBACKS 
ON OUR 
VILLAGE OF 
SUNAGAKURE. 


WHEN 
THE HEAD 
IS AFOOL, 
IT IS wE, 
THE HANDS 
AND FEET, 
WHO SUFFER. / 
SN 


OUR 
VILLAGE 
HAD NO 
CHOICE BUT 
TO RAISE 
THE QUALITY 
OF EACH 
SHINOBI. 


„THAT IDIOT 
DAIMYO OF 
THE LAND OF 
WIND USED 
THE TREATY 
ASHIS 
ኳ OPPORTUNITY.. 


SHINOBI 
ARE 
FUNDAMENTALLY 
INSTRUMENTS 
OF 
CONFLICT. 


YOU GENIN 
MAY NOT 
KNOW THE 
DETAILS, 

BUT... 


FURTHER 
SLASHING 
THE FLOW 
OF FUNDS 

TO HIS OWN 
NATION'S 
SHINOBI 
VILLAGE... 


CLAIMING 
THAT 
HIS 
SCHEME 
WAS 
CHEAPER. 


THE ALLIANCE 
CAUSED THE WIND 
DAIMYO TO PUT HIS 
TRUST IN KONOHA 

AND FORWARD 

REQUESTS TO 

THEM THAT HE 

SHOULD HAVE 

BEEN SENDING 
TO US... 


RIGHT NOW, 
THE VERY 
EXISTENCE 
OF THE LAND 
OF WIND IS 

IN PERIL. 


«DECIDED 
TO JOIN 
FORCES WITH 
OTOGAKURE 

TO SHOW 
OUR IDIOT 
DAIMYO THE 
NAIVETE OF HIS 
POLICIES... 


„ALL THE 
MILITARY STRENGTH 
OF SAND WILL BE 
UTTERLY DRAINED, 
AND OUR 
CAPABILITY TO 
FIGHT KONOHA 
TOTALLY LOST. 


THAT 15 WHY 
SHINOBI LIKE 
YOU WERE 
“MANUFACTUREC"... 


LORD 
KAZEKAGE, 
WHO SENSED 
THE IMPENDING 
CRISIS OF 
SUNAGAKURE'S 
MILITARY 
DECLINE... 


AND, AT 
THE SAME TIME, 
TO CRUSH 
KONOHA AND 
RESTORE 
THE SAND 
VILLAGE TO 
PROSPERITY. 


9 
z 
° 


GAARA, 
THIS 


Vu 
= > 
5522 
2385 
сорт 
Ë 


NOS N VO Y МА У“ ir 
ӘБУ 


I WANT TO 
DEVOUR YOU, 
BUT THIS GATE... 
IT'S SEALED 
SOMEHOW... 


WANT?! 


IT'S TRUE 
THAT IF YOU DIE, 
1 WILL DIE, 
TOO, BUT THE 
FACT THAT 
YOU'D DARE TO 


THREATEN ME... 


" <>: 


> | 


| M nos 90: Í | | 


| 


= ENG 
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« < 
Lemma 7 YES! 


| НИ d 
білте SNNT, seems ІІТ" 
I MASTERED 
THE ART 
OF 
SUMMONING! 


ARE YOU 
RUNNING 
AROUND 
SCREAMING 
ON TOP OF 
MY HEAD, 
IDIOT?! 


BANE? YOU SCAMP! 


WHERE'S 
JIRAIYA?! 


PUTTING 
AWEIRD 
BRAT ON SUMMONING 
ТОР OF MY ME TO SUCH AN 


HEAD, ТОО!) AWFUL PLACE... 


«а 


WEE LITTLE 
MIDGET 
LIKE YOU 

COULD HAVE 

SUMMONED 

THE LIKES 


VA KĀ ка MA ፊህ 
HA Kh WAI 


STUPID FROG! 
IVE BEEN 
TRYING TO 
ACT HUMBLE, 
AND YOU KEEP 
BLABBERING 
AND 
INSULTING 
ME! 


HOW DARE 
A STRIPLING 
WHO CAN'T 
EVEN LEGALLY 
EXCHANGE SAKÉ 
CUPS DECLARE 


HIMSELF THE 
MASTER OF ME, 


«WHOOPS... 


IF THAT 
AD 


TELLING レニ 
THE / 
- TRUTH... 


KONOHA TEE 
| HOSPITAL 


«< 


«WHY AM I 
WHERE'S HERE WITH 
THE 
PERVY 
SAGE? 


I MEAN... 
ГМ HERE 
BECAUSE | 
CAME TO VISIT 
CHOJI, EVEN 
THOUGH IT'S А 
TOTAL DRAG... 


WHEN | 

HEARD YOU 

WERE LAID 
OUT TOO, 

I POKED MY 

HEAD IN. 


UNCONSCIOUS THE 


WHAT?! 


HE GOT 
„AND адо?" 
ФОТА 
SEVERE 
CASE OF 1 
INDIGESTION. TOO MUCH 


BARBECUE... 


ITSA 
HUGE PAIN... 

I BOUGHT THIS 
FRUIT BASKET 
FOR CHOJI, 
BUT HE'S NOT 
ALLOWED TO 
HAVE IT... 


THE TYPE 
TO GET 
FEMALE 


SOLET'S 
EAT IT 


IT [/ 
WOULD UF! 
JUST BE 
А SHAME 
TOLETIT 
GO TO 
WASTE. 


HEE HEE HEE! 
JUST FOR FUN, 
WHY DON'T WE 
EAT IT IN FRONT 
OF CHOJI! 


«й 


Z 


VM г 
STARVING! 


бїс 
Ç 


YOU THINK 


ЗА YOURE 
N $ DOING?! 
ММ, 


2: 


DON'T FORGET, 
WHILE I'VE GOT 
THE SHADOW 
POSSESSION 
THING GOING, 
ANYTHING YOU 
DO TO HIM, I 
FEEL IT 
! 


«а 


PLN 
САУ 


„IDOSO Ў 
GET VISITS £ 
ЕКО! 


M 
GIRLS! 


ARE YOU 
TRYING 
TO PULL?! 


KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S MANGA REJECT SPECIAL NO. 5! 


THIS SKETCH IS FROM A MAFIA MANGA CALLED "MARIO" THAT 
I INITIALLY HAD THE IDEA TO CREATE BEFORE NARUTO, IVE 
GOT A WHOLE ROUGH DRAFT ALREADY WORKED OUT, 50 IT'S 
A PROJECT THAT ГМ STILL KEEPING WARM, AND | DEFINITELY 
PLAN ТО DRAW IT SOME DAY. | HAVE OVER 160 PAGES, AND I'M 
NOT SURE WHEN I'LL HAVE TIME TO WORK ON IT AGAIN... BUT 


IM POSITIVE IT'S THE FUNNIEST OF ALL OF THE STORIES I'VE 
DRAWN 50 FAR. 


M6 ber Si 


READ 
«His 
WAY 


E 
SHOULD BE 
FARALYZED 

BY му 


SHADOW 
POSSESSION, እ“ 
BUT... 


DO YOU 
HAVE A 
PERSONAL 
УЕМОЕТТА 


SOMETHING? 


NO, 
NOTHING 


WANT TO 
KILL HIM 
BECAUSE... 
| JUST 
WANT TO 
KILL HIM. 


zeman || QUREALY М even know 

HE'S REALLY WHAT THE 
ግም. ME И HECK YOU'RE 
Ee H SAYING?! 
BUMPS...! | = | 


BUT 
YOU SEE... 
NARUTO 
AND ME, 
WE'RE BOTH 
PRETTY 
CAPABLE 
FIGHTERS, 


STILL HAVE IVE SEEN 


MOVES IN YOU FIGHT... 
RESERVE I KNOW 

THAT YOU'RE 
NOBODY'S STRONG. 
SEEN YET! 


21 


вит 
IF YOU 
SWEAR TO 
LEAVE LEE 
ALONE... 


«WE'LL 

LET YOU 

LEAVE. 
NO HARM 
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MONSTER- 
LIKE 
STRENGTH!! 


BUT 
I'VE GOT 
AREAL 
LIVE 
MONSTER 
INSIDE OF 


YOU THINK 
YOU'RE 


«а 
FN 


ACTUALLY... 
IVE GOT 
ONE OF 
THOSE 

TOO. 


JUST LIKE 
YOU SAID, 
I WASN'T 
"RAISED 

RIGHT"... 


OF MY BIRTH, 
I STOLE THE 
LIFE OF THE 


STRONGEST 
SHINOBI, MY 
FATHER USED 
NINJUTSU TO 
bl IMPLANT AN 


INCARNATION |: 
OF SAND 
WITHIN MY 


«HE'S GOT... 
SOMET. eae 


« 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


« 


HEH... 
WHAT KIND 
OF PARENT 
DOES A 
THING LIKE 


„CONNECTED 
BY HATREO 


AND 
MURDEROUS 
INTENT. 


БО THAT I 
COULD BE 3 < 

BROUGHT TO GR MOTHER'S 
LIFE AS THE Vg 4 — LIFE WAS 
VILLAGE'S / SACRIFICED... 


« 
Y 
( 


FOR THE 
PAST SIX 
YEARS... 
EVER 
SINCE | 
TURNED 


ASSASSINATE 
ME 


IVE LOST 


WHAT? 


BUT YOU 
JUST SAID 
YOUR FATHER 
SPOILED YOU... 


ёк 


THE VILLAGE ~~ 
с FINALLY № 
| REALIZED . 

77 |HAD 

EMOTIONAL 


PRESENCE 
THAT IS TOO 
POWERFUL 
BECOMES A 
PRESENCE 
THAT IS 
FEARED, 


TO MY 
ў FATHER, 


IN HIS 
| f 
- ; ROLE 
» 5 AS 
KAZEKAGE, 
DANGEROUS 7 22 
OBJECT... i : fe 
VILLAGE'S 
MOST. 
POWERFUL 


PRIOR 
TO THAT, 


DETERMINED 50 
THAT I APPARENTLY, 
WAS TOO WHEN I 


GREAT A TURNED 
LIABILITY. SIX... 


«LIKE ANY 
OTHER 
HAZARDOUS 
INSTRUMENT. 
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TO 
THEM, 
ТАМ NOW 
ARELIC OF 
THE PAST 
THAT THEY 
WISH TO 
ERASE 
AND 
FORGET. 


FOR WHAT 
PURPOSE 
DO | EXIST? 
WHY AM 
| ALIVE? 


ANSWER. 


BUT 
WHAT WHILE | 


ISHE OTHERWISE... CONTINUE 
TALKING I MIGHT AS TO LIVE, 


I NEED A 


3 
HE'S 
JUST 
LIKE 
МЕЛ 


wel WAS 
ABLE TO “EXIST 
DISCERN THOSE TOKILL ALL 
AREASON WHO HUMANS: 
FOR LIVING SOUGHT СІНЕН 
AND JUSTIFY TO KILL 
MY OWN 


THAN 
MYSELF." 
EXISTENCE. 


KILLING 


LIVING IN 


ASSASSINATED 
AT ANY MOMENT, 
I FINALLY FOUND 
INNER PEACE. 


THEY IF ALL OTHER 
ALLOW PEOPLE EXIST 
«РОК ልወ ME TO TO MAGNIFY 
LONG AS EXPERIENCE THAT LOVE, 
THERE ARE THE JOY THEN THERE 
PEOPLE 
OF 15 NO MORE 
OUT THERE LIVING... SPLENDID 
FOR ME 
WORLD 
TO KILL... THAN THIS 


I WOULD 
FIGHT ONLY 
FOR MYSELF 
AND LOVE 
ONLY 
MYSELF. 


THIS |5 л 


SCARY... [WL 


TO BE LIKE 
Ў тнат TOO, 


А WHY I WAS 


Ç ( ALIVE... 
FIRST TIME, > 
I EXPERIENCED IN PAIN... 


BUT THEN 
ANO MASTER IRUKA 


FINALLY 
LOVE. NOTICED ME... 
ACKNOWLEDGED 
ME... 


ONLY 
ABLE TO 
ASSERT HIS 
EXISTENCE 
BY KILLING 
OTHERS... 


.፡ THEN | 
WILL NOT 
CEASE TO 
EXIST. 


READ 
« THe 
WAY 


THAT we A | 


CAN WIN 
AGAINST. 


HIM... 


«С 


Ч UNLESS Ë 
YOU'RE EAGER | | 
TO BECOME 


AN INFATIENT 
TODAY? 


THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI 
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 15 


SOMEHOW, WHEN I WAS A HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR, I FINALLY MANAGED TO DRAW A 
3I-FAGE MANGA, BUT | COULDN'T JUDGE WHETHER IT WAS FUNNY OR NOT, SO I 
ASKED MY LITTLE BROTHER TO READ IT. | WAITED, SILENTLY WILLING HIM TO FIND 
IT HILARIOUS, BUT WHEN HE FINALLY SPOKE, HE SAID, "THIS ISN'T FUNNY AT ALL!" I 
DECIDED THAT | COULDN'T TRUST HIS OPINION, SO NEXT | SHOWED IT TO OUR 
FATHER, BUT HIS REACTION WAS THE SAME... IT'S NOT FUNNY!" | HAD BEEN ALL 
READY AND EXCITED TO SEND IN THAT FIRST З-РАФЕ MANGA TO THE SHONEN 
JUMP CONTEST. BUT AFTER THOSE TEPID RESPONSES, | COMPLETELY LOST 
MY NERVE, AND THAT REJECT MANGA ENDED UP BURIED IN MY DESK DRAWER 
FOREVER. 

I WAS A YOUNG, SIMPLEMINDED, BLINKERED FOOL WHO THOUGHT, "| WANT TO 
HURRY UP AND WIN THAT CONTEST, SO I SHOULD JUST KEEP DRAWING MANGA 
AND SENDING THEM IN!” I KNOW I USED TO BE A COMPLETE IDIOTIC BRAT, BUT... 
WELL, LOOKING BACK, THAT BRAINLESS PERSEVERANCE WAS PROBABLY A GOOD 
TRAIT ТО DEVELOP. | REASON ТО MYSELF THAT | COULDN'T HELP IT BACK THEN 
BECAUSE | WAS AT THE HEIGHT OF MY YOUTH. 

I DREW MANY OTHER MANGA, BUT I KEPT BEING TOLD THEY WERE NOT FUNNY, SO 
AT ONE POINT | SNAPPED AND SAID, WHY AREN'T MY MANGA FUNNY?! DARN IT! 
WHAT'S SO DIFFERENT ABOUT THEM COMPARED TO OTHER MANGA ARTISTS" 
WORK, HUH?!” | ENDED UP GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL WITHOUT HAVING MADE 
ANY PROGRESS ON THE MANGA FRONT. BUT BECAUSE | HAD BEEN SPENDING 
ALL MY TIME ATTEMPTING TO DRAW MANGA, MY GRADES WERE 38TH OUT OF 3? 
IN MY CLASS. EVEN WITH REVIEW COURSES, IT BECAME CLEAR I WOULD NOT BE 
ACCEPTED TO ANY COLLEGE. SO | STANK AT CREATING MANGA, | STANK AT 
SCHOOL, AND OF COURSE MY ROMANTIC LIFE STANK, 50 IT WAS A TRIPLE 
WHAMMY OF HIGH SCHOOL BLUES. BUT | GUESS THAT HIGH SCHOOL 15 A ROUGH 
PERIOD FOR EVERYONE. IT'S A TIME WHEN YOU'RE BESET ON ALL SIDES BY 
DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES (THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE CURRENTLY STUDENTS 
WILL UNDERSTAND). FATE WASN'T BEING VERY KIND (WELL, THAT'S USUALLY THE 
CASE). HOWEVER, I WAS UNDAUNTED... OR RATHER, I WASN'T THE TYPE TO THINK 
TOO DEEPLY ABOUT SUCH THINGS... | JUST KEPT THINKING, "WELL! I'LL MANAGE 
SOMEHOW." AHH, | FEEL SO LUCKY THAT | WAS DUMB! 


Ñ 3 ያ 
«ТТТ 


Ё ÆR 
の ! ip 


е Proud Failure!! 


~ | < 


が 


ጋ 
roi T SÅ м 


«й 


| | 


«THAT THE 
STRONGEST 


ABLE, 
EVEN TO МУ 
SHARINGAN 

EYE. 


READ 

« THe 
WAY 

6242297 


1 JUST... 
FELT LIKE 
COMING 
BY HERE, 
THAT'S ALL. 


THIS 15 
WHERE | 
BECAME 
A GENIN...! 


THAT'S 
/ мул 
SHINOBI 


« GE 


N-NEVER... 
: GO BACK 
ጅ ON МУ 5 


| GUESS 
ТАМАМ 
AWESOME 
INFLUENCE! 


AND 
WHEN THE 
PRELIMI- 
NARIES 
WERE OVER, 
I STARTED TO 
LIKE MYSELF 
JUST ል 
LITTLE BIT 

MORE. 


WHEN YOU 
CHEERED 
ME ON, 

NARUTO... 


N-NARUTO... 
IT'S ALL 
BECAUSE 
OF YOU... 
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READ 
« THis 
WAY 


መመ 


CAUSE I'M 
EMBARRASSED 
ABOUT HOW I 


m 
MIGHT SEEM 
REALLY 
STRONG, BUT... 
УМ USUALLY 
JUST TRYING 


EVEN IF THAT'S 
YOUDO NOT 
MESS TRUE... 
UF. 


Y... YOU'RE 


REALLY ^ 
INSPIRING темне 
TO WATCH... PROUD 


FAILURE...! 


YOU KNOW, 


FUNNILY 
ENOUGH, I 
WAS ACTUALLY 
FEELING 
ALITTLE 
DEPRESSED 


„BUT NOW... 
SUDDENLY, 
VM FEELING 
ALOT 
BETTER! 


THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
SORTOFA 


BECAUSE 
YOU MAKE 
MISTAKES... 
BUT YOU 
STILL HAVE 
THE GUTS TO 
GET BACK UP 
ANO KEEP 
FIGHTING... 


THAT'S 

WHAT I 
CONSIDER 

TRUE 
STRENGTH... 
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SASUKE'S 
STILL NOT 


„РОК ALL 
OF YOU ARE 
THE STARS 
OF THESE 


FINALS! 


READ 
« THIS: 
WAY 


STILL AND 
FACE 
FORWARD, 
TOWARD THE 
GUESTS... 


ла 


Е So A ዘ” Al р 
The Finals tommenee...1/ 
y = ጋ СИ \ = 


I THINK I 
REMEMBER... 
SASUKE'S 
OPPONENT 


„IS HES 
STILL 
RECOVERING? 


«BUT WHAT IF 
Vá HAD HE 
REALLY RUN 


SOMETHING 
REALLY 
TERRIBLE 
HAPPENED 

TO HIM...?. 


AWAY FROM 


«а 


IF THAT'S 


STILL HAVE 
SEVERAL 
BLACK OPS 
TEAMS OUT 
SEARCHING 
FOR HIM, BUT... 


EITHER WAY, 
NARUTO'S 


MATCH IS FIRST, 
50 WHY DON'T 
YOU STOP 
FRETTING... 


«а 


(2057 


FIVE YEARS, 
AT LEAST. 


AND HEARTFELT 
THANKS FOR 
GATHERING 


"| HERE IN 
KONOHAGAKURE... 


OLNAVN | 
IDvwnzn 


ICIN УФПАН 


ママ av マウ 


VHIHON + 


の an2N マ メ 


ONIHS 
awvanav 


LOOK 
AGAIN AND 
CONFIRM 
YOUR 
ASSIGNED 
OPPONENT. 


«< 


Å 


STOP THE 
MATCH 
BEFORE 
ANYONE'S 
KILLED. 


UNDER- 
STAND...? 


„UNLESS | 
“rÜ DETERMINE 
(le! тнат ል CLEAR 
8] WINNER HAS 
| L| ALREADY BEEN 
ç DECIDED, 
IN WHICH 


LISTEN 
UP, 
ALL OF 
you. 


THE 
LANDSCAPE 
MAY BE 
DIFFERENT, BUT 
JUST AS WITH 
THE PRELIMS, 
THERE ARE NO 

SET RULES. 


FIGHT 
UNTIL ONE 
OF YOU 
DIES OR 
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С 
Y 


ALL RIGHT 
THEN... 
MATCH ONE, 
UZUMAKI 


NARUTO... 


THE REST 
OF YOU, 
PROCEED TO 
THE WAITING 
ROOM 
OUTSIDE 
THE ARENA! 


HEY 
HINATA, 
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„BUT መረ. ናሪ THISLL 
AGAINST NEJI, ў BE 
NARUTO HASN'T ም A QUITE A 


«а 


HMM... «| NEVER 
«HAVE BUT ALL Al IMAGINED 
BEEN THE ONES THAT SCAMP 
ELIMINATED | WHO WERE WOULD LAST 
BY NOW. HANGING ON SO LONG... 
THROUGH 
LUCK 
ALONE... 


„AGAINST А 
MEMBER OF AND THIS 
THE HYUGA NARUTO KID... 

CLAN, HE'S GOT HE DREW 
ABSOLUTELY A TOUGH 


OPPONENT. 


WHAT 
I USED, 
TO THINK, 


OVER 
THERE...!! 


M в. 


Ин 
| 


TO 
IAPPEN... 


« 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


« 


WAIT TO 
SEE THE 
DESPAIR IN 


«й 


THE HYUGA 
BLOOD 


WATCH FLOWS 
CLOSELY, THICKER IN 
HANABI. HIS VEINS 
THAN IN 


ANYONE 


ТО BE CONTINUED IN NARUTO VOL. 12! 


